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ASIA — TRADE RELATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.14 am]: I rise to inform the house of 
support available for Western Australian small to medium-sized enterprises and business associations to promote 
and grow Western Australian trade with Asia. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused the largest global economic 
shock in nearly 100 years. Despite this, WA’s economic and financial position is better than first expected due to our 
world-leading response and border controls. WA trade means WA jobs, and while international travel is not currently 
possible, the work to recover, rebuild and expand our Asian markets begins now. The McGowan government 
recognises both the challenges and the opportunities for WA SMEs interested in trade with Asia. That is why I am 
delighted to inform the house that up to $200 000 is available in round 2 of the Access Asia business grants, which 
supports Western Australian businesses and organisations to grow trade with key Asian markets. 

Round 2 of the Access Asia business grants reflects the COVID-19 environment in which we currently exist and will 
help WA-owned and operated SMEs and organisations to engage in activities such as adopting new business models 
to expand market share, scoping new supply or value chains, developing export plans that manage COVID-19 
implications or creating digital marketing content. Grants are also open to industry associations and Asian business 
councils to support their business efforts in Asia. Western Australia has 19 Asian business councils or associations. 
These organisations are vital to facilitating the people-to-people and business-to-business connections that are the 
fundamental prerequisite to any trade and investment relationship. I take this opportunity to thank those organisations 
for their work and contribution to WA’s trade and investment relationships with Asia. 

To be eligible for the grant, the business or organisation must be working in one of the state’s priority sectors: 
energy; tourism, events and creative industries; international education; mining and mining equipment, technology 
and services—METS; technology and advanced manufacturing; primary industries; health; defence; and science 
and innovation. The Access Asia business grants are an initiative of the state government’s “Western Australia’s 
Asian Engagement Strategy 2019–2030: Our Future with Asia”, which was launched in August 2019 to support 
economic diversification and to create jobs in WA. As part of WA’s state recovery, we are preparing now for when 
we have full access to our Asian and international markets. I encourage Western Australian SMEs and eligible 
organisations to submit their grant application to the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation by 
23 October 2020. 
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